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brief notice of tlie lion. Iteuel "Williams, a member of the Board of Trustees, 
who died in the course of the year covered by the report:— 

“ With a father’s care he watched over the interests of the hospital from its 
beginning, spending days of his valuable time in devising means to promote the 
comfort and well-being of those who had fallen victims to this worst of human 
ills, and had come hither for relief. For more than fifteen years he was an active 
member of the Board of Trustees, performing much of the heavy work which 
devolved upon the Board, without ever receiving a dollar of compensation for 
his labour; and when advancing years admonished him that it was time to lay 
aside the cares of public business, and he resigned the office of Trustee, yet his 
interest in the institution did not abate. Often his thoughts adverted to it. and 
his steps were directed hither, where his counsel and advice were freely given 
to facilitate the best good of the Asylum.” 

Dr. Harlow occupies several pages in the discussion of the subject: “A popu¬ 
lar indifference to, and disregard of, the laws of physical health, a prolific source 
of the increasing insanity in the community.” In notices of other reports, we 
have heretofore so fully represented the views contained in this discussion that, 
in consideration of our limited space, we must be excused from making any 
extracts. P. E. 


Art. XIX. — Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. Published by the Medical and 

Chirurgical Society of London. (Second Scries, Volume the twenty-eighth.) 

London, 1863. 8vo. pp. 225. 

This volume contains twenty original communications. Abstracts of seven 
of these papers have been published in the numbers of this Journal for last 
year, in the quarterly summaries of improvements and discoveries in the medical 
sciences. 

I. Account of a recent remarkable case of Scrotal Elephantiasis, in which 
the tumour was removed. By John Wibi.ix. —The subject of this history was a 
man about forty years of age. a native of Southampton, employed in the coast¬ 
ing trade from this port to several of the other ports of Great, Britain. In 1844 
he ruptured himself on both sides. Iu 1848 he contracted syphilis, and about 
three months afterwards the foreskin and integuments of the penis began to 
enlarge. From this period the scrotum also gradually increased in size, becom¬ 
ing hard, brawny, heavier, and more pendulous. 

When the case first came under observation, in the fall of 1862, the abnormal 
growth of the prepuce and scrotum had attained the following dimensions : 
Preputial growth. —Length 16 inches; circumferences 13 inches. Scrotal 
growth. —Vertical circumference, from the symphysis pubis, following the raphe 
of the scrotum to within two inches of the anus, 3 feet 6 inches; lateral cir¬ 
cumference 3 feet 14 inches. The weight of the mass, when suspended by means 
of a steelyard, was ascertained to be more than fifty pounds. 

The removal of the diseased parts was decided upon and performed on the 
21st. of September. For the purpose of draining the parts of blood, they were 
kept elevated by tackling fastened to the ceiling, and to diminish the risk arising 
from hemorrhage, a large clamp, formed of two parallel bars connected by a 
screw at each extremity, was applied across the nock of the tumour, which was 
kept surrounded by ice for six hours before the operation. The external inci¬ 
sions were made along the dorsum of the penis to the symphysis pubis, and from 
thence on each side of the tumour (o the most depending part of the mass. 
The left testicle was wounded during the performance of the operation and 
removed, and a hernial sac, occupied by several coils of intestine, which could 
not be returned within the abdominal cavity, was opened. The man died on the 
26th, five days after the operation, from gangrene of the protruded gut. 

The history of this case is accompanied by a tabulated summary of the chief 
recorded instances of elephantiasis of the scrotum, at least of those known to 
the reporter, and by notes from the observations of other surgeons upon the 



484 


Bibliographical Notices. 


[April 


disease. Several important memoirs have here been overlooked, as for instance 
those of I’eixoto, of Bresil, in the Mthnoiris de VAradimie de Medeo'ne (tome 
six., Paris, 1855), of Clot-Bey, of Egypt, in the Mdmoircs de la Society de 
Chirurgie (t. iv.), together with the remarkable report of II. Larrey, contained 
in the volume last cited. 

The unfortunate result of the attempt to remove the disease in this case 
shows the justness of the rule laid down, never to commence its extirpation before 
being assured of the reduction of protruded intestine. This paper is illustrated 
by a plate containing four figures, representing the different steps of the ope¬ 
ration. 

II. Supplement to a paper entitled an Analysis of 162 Cases of Ovariotomy, 
which have occurred in Great Britain, published in Volume xxxiv. of the 
Medieo-Chirurgical Transactions. By Robert Lee', M. D.—This communica¬ 
tion, together with a report of the discussion that followed its reading before 
the Society, will be found in the number of this Journal for January, 1863. 
From time to time, whenever the propriety of performing any doubtful operation 
is the subject of discussion before the profession, very singular and startling 
enunciations are made as to what is right or wrong in surgical morals. We 
do not consider that this is an occasion for entering upon this topic, but 
would express the regret that the moral rules by which surgeons are to be 
guided in the performance of operations are not better understood. Dr. Lee 
says that in the cases of ovariotomy called unsuccessful, the patients have been 
suddenly deprived of life by violence without any necessity. If this be so, the 
operator is guilty of a fearful error. In a subsequent paper (the xvth) in this 
volume, Dr. Lee. who maintains that ovariotomy is an unjustifiable operation, 
advocates the destruction of the life of the foetus in certain cases of albumi¬ 
nuria. We believe ourselves that he may be right in one case, and that he is 
certainly wrong in the other. 

III. Case of Poisoning by Oil of Wormwood (Artemisia absinthium). By 
William Smith.— From the symptoms witnessed in this case, where half an 
ounce was swallowed, it is evident that the oil of wormwood may bo classed 
amongst the narcotieo-irritants, causing stupor and insensibility, and at the 
same time producing local irritation of the mucous membrane of the stomach] 

IT. A contribution to the Matured History of Hereditary Transmission. 
By Horace Dobell, M. D.— In this communication is given the history of a 
defect in the formation of the hands, continued through five generations. The 
defect consisted in great thickness of the joints of the fingers, and great crooked¬ 
ness in the ends of the ring and little fingers. 

The deformity affected males and females indiscriminately; when it was in¬ 
herited from the father it was most marked; and no instance had occurred where 
it returned after it had once been lost. 

Dr. Dobell merely points out the leading peculiarities of this case, without 
referring to what is known to generally occur in similar cases of hereditary 
transmission of abnormities. 

To us the most interesting point is the fact that in the fourth generation a 
marriage between two first cousins, both with the deformity, gave issue to chil¬ 
dren with perfect hands, as one exemplifying the law in regard to the diftation 
of individual tj pes. 

Y. Case of a Woman with Three Hands; illustrated by analogous malforma¬ 
tions in the lower animals. By J. J a koine Murray. Communicated by 0. 
H. Moore.—The case of malformation reported in this paper is one of extraor¬ 
dinary interest, as no similar one has ever been described by unquestionable 
authority. St. Hilaire states that he does not know any well determined case 
of this anomaly in the human being, and that it has only been seen in animals 
with hoofs. (Hist. G(n. et Part, des Anomalies de VOrganisation, vol. i. p. 
696.) He does indeed refer to a case recorded by Rueff of a child with twelve 
fingers to each hand and twelve toes to each foot (De Conceptu et General tone 
Bominis, liv. v. chap. iii.), but adds that this work is ancient and not authentic. 

The case reported by Mr. Murray is that of a woman, 38 years of age, whose 
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left upper extremity terminated in eight fingers. A plate by which the paper 
is accompanied gives a good idea of the double-hand, which cannot be given by 
any verbal description. 

VI. On the History and Progress of Ovariotomy in Great Britain; icith 
observations founded on personal experience of the operation in fifty cases. 
By T. Si'B.xcER Wet.i.s.—T his communication will be found an interesting con¬ 
tribution to the literature of ovariotomy. Mr. Wells claims that the operation 
is one of British origin, which of course will not be admitted in this country. 

VII. Case, of White Fibroserous Discharges from the Thigh. By A. B. 
Buchanan. M. D. Communicated by E. II. Sieveking, M. D.—An abstract of 
this paper is published iu the number of this Journal for April, 1863. It is one 
of considerable importance from the light it seems to throw on the pathological 
nature of so-called chylous or chylo-serous discharges iu general, as well as from 
the great rarity of such an affection. 

This communication is accompanied by a plate representing the cutaneous 
surface of the thigh, the white discharge flowing, and the cellular elements in a 
portion of the coagulum. 

VIII. — Observations upon Syphilis, in its Manifestations as a Constitutional 
Disease. By Jeffery A. Marstox, M.Ih. Koval Artillery. Communicated by 
Henry Lee.-—In a communication contained in the preceding number of the 
Transactions,' Dr. Marston has described the result of his observations upon 
syphilis in its primary forms. In the present one he treats of what are called 
the secondary and tertiary symptoms. 

The evolution and succession of syphilitic symptoms as ordinarily witnessed 
among soldiers is thus succinctly traced:— 

“ After the true syphilitic primary sore upon the penis, the inguinal glands 
commence to become symmetrically enlarged and indurated, at a date corre¬ 
sponding, pretty accurately, with that of the induration appearing in the 
chancre. These chains of inguinal glands remain so affected for a vety long 
time, and in spite of a course of mercurials, and, hence offer a reliable test as 
to an infection with syphilis at a previous date. 

“ The earliest constitutional occurrences after these, are—a gradually advanc¬ 
ing ehloro-antemia, with, frequently, an engorgement of some of the cervical 
glands (particularly those iu the posterior and lateral aspects of the cervical 
region), and vague muscular pains, simulating rheumatism. The aurnmia be¬ 
comes early marked, but it is obviously difficult to define the exact date of its 
appearance, or to say how much may bo due to hospital treatment, &c. 

•‘Enlargement of the posterior cervical glands 1 have traced as early as the 
fifth week from the date of the appearance of a primary sore, but it is generally 
nearer eight to twelve weeks that these can tie discovered. They are much less 
frequently affected, and remain enlarged for a shorter period than those of the 
inguinal regions, and differ from them iu feeling swollen only, without that well- 
defined hardness present in the latter. 

“ The rheumatic or osteocopic pains are not always nocturnal only in charac¬ 
ter, and vary very much iu degree and amount. They sometimes simulate a 
fibrous rheumatism aud affect the sheaths of tendons and muscles. Sometimes, 
however, they are distinctly nocturnal, and arc attended with much tenderness 
along the course of the long bones; syphilitic nodes, however, rarely appearing. 

“ Often sore throat does not appear at all: when it does, it is one of the earlier 
symptoms. It varies in degree from a localized redness and congestion to one 
of extensive ulceration. 

“ In every case of infecting chancre, when uot treated by specific, remedies, 
that I have been to trace, some constitutional symptoms (however slight these 
might have been) have appeared within three mouths from the date ot the pri¬ 
mary disease. 

“In the great majority of cases the syphilide of the skin makes its appear¬ 
ance after these premonitory symptoms, and without any pyrexia, and, at first, 


1 See the number of this Journal for April, 1S63, page 402. 
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is so trifling in character as to escape the attention of the individual. It ordi¬ 
narily appears in the form of a dull-red erythema, upon which the squamous and 
other forms of eruption develop themselves. 

“ In no disease of the skin are these affections of so mixed a character as in 
those caused by the syphilitic virus. Of course cases of unmixed and typical 
examples of psoriasis, lepra, &c., are common enough, but the majority will par¬ 
take of more than one affection at the same time, and upon the same or different 
parts of the body. 

“This commingling and admixture of eruptions of syphilitic origin is very 
peculiar, and renders their classification difficult. 

“Iritis, under my observation, has appeared more frequently in the papular 
forms of syphilidc than in the squamous or pustular. 

“In the majority of instances (happily) no tertiary symptoms appear. After 
many relapses perhaps of the secondary symptoms, the patient slowly recovers. 
Of the remaining cases, some have tertiary symptoms, slight in degree ; others, 
these symptoms very severe and difficult of cure. Of course, however, it re¬ 
quires that patients should be for years under observation before we can con¬ 
clude that no tertiary symptoms have followed. 

“ I may here remark, that constitutional symptoms appear under two typical 
limits, which contrast with one another. 

“ Thus, a cutaneous syphilide, wide in extent and very superficial in character, 
denotes the milder degree of constitutional infection; while the discrete and 
localized morbid processes, affecting the deeper tissues of the skin and mucous 
membrane, have the opposite character of a severe degree of syphilitic infection. 1 

“With a view to prognosis, it is important to inquire: What relation (if 
any) has the severity of the primaries to those of the later symptoms ? 

“ Prom a consideration of my own notes of cases, I should infer that the fol¬ 
lowing would be as approximate expressions to the truth as the facts warrant. 

“ 1st. That the greater the induration, and the longer the period during which 
primaries remained unhealed, the more certain will be the severity of the con¬ 
stitutional infection. 

“2d. That the amount of ulceration, &c., of the primary sore stands in some 
relation to the worst aud more intractable forms of secondary affections: e. tj., 
the pustular, ccthymatous, rupitic, the unhealthy ulcerations, nodes and gum¬ 
matous tumours. 

“ If the preceding gives a rough outline of the ordinary course of syphilis, it 
must not be supposed that the evolution and succession of the stages and symp¬ 
toms of that disease, as witnessed in the army, arc always so regular. 

“ Assuming that when an indurated sore has been recognized by the army 
medical officer, some specific treatment has been applied, and that soldiers 
are exposed to changes of climate, we might infer, what is actually the case, 
that the constitutional symptoms would be irregular in their appearance, and 
varied in their kind. 

“ Instead of the regular course, we find that primary disease and affec¬ 
tions of bones may, though very rarely, coexist, or the tertiary occur after the 
primary symptoms, without the intermediate stage; while symptoms, usually 
denominated secondary, may coexist with osteal affections; also, after variable 
but long periods often of apparent latency of the syphilitic element, there may 
be a sudden outbreak of constitutional symptoms; and lastly, a chloro-anmmic 
and cachectic appearance may be the only evidence of a syphilitic taint, with¬ 
out the appearance of the ordinary phenomena of that disease. 

“ An attack of constitutional syphilis so frequently appears in the soldier 
(after a period of latency of varying duration), consecutive to hospital treat- 

1 The results obtained from “confrontation” upon the continent tend to estab¬ 
lish the doctrine of the two sores (soft non-infecting, indurated infecting) gene¬ 
rating their like ; but no observations have been yet made as to whether tire 
severer and milder degrees of syphilitic infection result from different degrees of 
activity or potency in the virus— e. g., as obtained from different stages of the 
disease furnishing such virus ; or whether these depend upon some constitutional 
differences in the persons of the recipients of the virus. 
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meat for some disease unconnected with syphilis, that, I fancy, we may often 
conceive the latter to stand in the light of an exciting cause. A large propor¬ 
tion of men, whilst recruits, unfortunately suffer from primary sore. In some, 
the secondaries follow so speedily, and affect the constitution, development, and 
nutrition of the body 7 so gravely, as to render them for years, or permanently, 
unfit for the performance of a soldier’s duties; but with others it is far other¬ 
wise. The recruit in due course goes abroad, after having been specifically 
treated and cured']?) at home, and years afterward, perhaps, suffers from some 
disease incidental to the climate, or a pulmonary affection, from which he re¬ 
covers by a tedious convalescence, during which symptoms of syphilitic disease 
make their appearance. Here, probably, the efficient cause lias been the pri¬ 
mary infection, the disturbing cause the treatment, and the exciting cause the 
last disorder, its treatment, or the confinement within the walls of a hospital.” 

Both of these papers of Dr. Marston are among the best of the numerous 
recent important contributions to our knowledge of syphilis. 

IX. Remarks on Two Cases of Kelts. By Thomas Loxomorr, Professor of 
Military Surgery, &c.-—This communication contains the careful description of 
two cases of kelis, with some remarks upon this rare and intractable affection 
of the skin. It is accompanied by a plate containing two figures representing 
the keloid growths as they appeared upon the back and chest. 

X. On a Rem arkable Case of Lesion of the Medulla Oblongata, with Remarks, 
Sf ' c . By A. T. II. Waters, M. 1). — An abstract of this case, one of importance 
on account of its bearings on the views of physiologists with reference to the 
functions of some portions of the nervous centres, is published in the number of 
this journal for July, 1863. This communication is accompanied by a plate 
representing the lacerated portions of the medulla oblongata. 

XI. A Contribution to the Pathology of the Crura Cerebri. By Hermann 
Webf.r, M. D.—An abstract of this interesting paper, giving the history of a 
case of hemorrhage into the left crus cerebri, and a careful comparison of the 
symptoms with those observed in similar cases, and with the result of vivisec¬ 
tions, is published in the number of this journal for July, of the past year. A 
plate accompanies this communication showing the seat of the hemorrhage. 

XII. Description of a Foetus born without heart, brain, lungs, or liver. By 
William H. Dickinson. —An abstract of this paper, together with the remarks 
called forth by its reading before the Society, is published in the number of this 
journal for July, 18G3. The communication is illustrated by two plates repre¬ 
senting the foetus previous to dissection, and the internal appearance when the 
trunk was laid open. 

XIII. Case of Extreme Deformity of the Neck and Forearm from the Cica¬ 
trices of a Burn, cured by extension, excision, and transplantation of skin, 
adjacent and remote. Exhibited by John Wood. —The result of the different 
operations, executed by Mr. Wood in the case here related, is extraordinarily 
satisfactory, for very often after operations for the relief of deformity following 
the cicatrization of a burn the condition of the patient is not much improved. 
The communication will be found an instuctive one to any surgeon called upon 
to relieve in a case of the kind. 

XIV. Account of a Patient upon whom Ovariotomy was performed twice; 
with Remarks. By T. Spencer Wells.— Mr. Wells, in this communication, 
gives an account of a case in which he removed an ovarian cyst from a woman, 
aged 42 years, about eight months after she had undergone a first operation of 
ovariotomy in the hands of another surgeon. 

There was no unusual difficulty in performing the operation. The woman 
died on the seventh day from peritonitis. 

Oases where ovariotomy has been performed twice on the same person are, 
and most probably always shall be, exceedingly rare. 

XV. On the Induction of Premature Labour in cases of Pregnancy, com¬ 
plicated with Albuminous Urine, Dropsy, and Amaurosis. By Robert Lee, 
M. D.—The history of three cases recorded in this paper, is favourable to the 
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supposition that in cases of albuminuria with amaurosis, good results to the 
mother may be expected by the premature expulsion of the contents of the 
uterus. This, however, is not to be accomplished, in case the foetus is living- 
and not yet viable, without the taking- the life of an innocent human being, under 
what we must consider entirely unjustifiable circumstances. 

XVI. Description of a New Iris Forceps. Invented by W. R. Beaumont, 
Late Professor of Surgery in the University of Toronto, etc.—The iris forceps 
Mr. Beaumont submits to the consideration of the profession in this communi¬ 
cation. has a fixed and a sliding blade, but differs from those generally in use, 
in more completely concealing the point of the hook, and more securely holding 
the piece of the iris taken up. 

The instrument and the mode of holding it are represented by a wood en¬ 
graving. 

XVII. A case of Strangulation of the S'omacli in an Umbilical Rupture, 
and of death during its reduction under Chloroform. By Charles H. Moore. 
—An abstract of this interesting case is published in the number of this Journal 
for October, 1803. 

XVIII. A case of Transposition of the Great Vessels of the Heart. By John 
Cocki.k, M. D. Communicated by Dr. Sibson.—The case related by I)r. Cockle 
is one, where after the existence during life of symptoms commonly witnessed 
in eases of transposition of the vessels, at the post-mortem examination the 
aorta was found to arise from the right ventricle, while the pulmonary artery 
sprang from the left. The superior and inferior vena cava entered the right 
auricle in the usual way; the ductus arteriosus was completely closed; the fora¬ 
men ovale when stretched was largely patent. 

The case is related in minute detail, not only as regards the symptoms wit¬ 
nessed during life, but also as regards the- appearances observed at the post¬ 
mortem examination. The history is accompanied by highly interesting remarks, 
and moreover by tables giving all the known cases of transposition of the great 
vessels of the heart, with the principal features of each case. These tables are 
three in number: the first includes all those cases in which transposition of the 
vessels is associated with arrested development and malposition of the trunks 
of the main vessels ; structural changes in the various orifices of the heart; 
deficiency of the ventricular septum; transposition of the ventricles and their 
valves. 

The second comprises the cases in which transposition of the vessels is accom¬ 
panied by patency, both of the foramen ovale and of the ductus arteriosus. The 
third table contains the few examples in which transposition of the vessels occurs 
with single patency alone of the foramen ovale. 

The author’s ease, with three others, those of damage, Wistar, and D’Alton, 
are all that have ever been reported, where the only possible communication 
between the two sides of the heart, and consequently between the systemic and 
pulmonic circulation, was through the foramen ovale. It is very interesting to 
notice how perfectly they coincide in every important particular, at least in all 
such as have been noted by the observer. 

This paper is illustrated by the plates containing throe figures. 

XIX. A case of Popliteal Aneurism, cured by digital compression. By 
Geo non South am. Communicated by Dr. Sibson. — An abstract of this com¬ 
munication is published in the number of this Journal for October, 1863. 

XX. Cases of lethyosis Spuria vel Scbacea. By John W. Oole. —These 
cases occurred in the persons of two sisters, aged respectively ten and fourteen 
years, who resided a few miles distant from London, and who enjoyed good 
general health. A daily warm bath, with a lotion of diluted liquor potassre, 
was speedily effectual in the removal of the thick scales of dirt and sebaceous 
matter to which the appearance similar to iethyosis is due. 

A plate accompanies this communication representing the appearance of the 
foot in one of the cases. AY. F. A. 



